
A.P. Literature and Composition 

There are four assignments that must be completed: 

1. All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr  

2. The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

3. Free-Choice Book (any book of your choice) 

4. County-Wide Assignment 

 

Please be aware that students will be held responsible for the assignments on the first day of the fall semester. If a 

student chooses to change the level of course or class or program over the summer, the student will be held 

responsible for the summer assignments for the courses reflected on the schedule for the first day of school. 

If you have questions regarding which course you are enrolled in for the fall, please contact your guidance 

counselor.  

Please read all the instructions in this document carefully. You are responsible for following all the directions; if 

you don’t, your grade will be lowered. 

Welcome to AP Literature! First, we are glad that you have chosen to take this college-level class. We’d like to tell you a 

bit about what to expect. 

1. This is a literature class, so you must be willing to read the assigned novels and plays. Reading just a part of the 

book or just reading study aids like Spark Notes will not prepare you for college and the AP test. If you don’t like 

to read, this probably isn’t the class for you. 

2. A major goal of this class is to prepare you for college. We will work on improving your writing skills, so by the 

end of the course, you will feel more comfortable about writing for your college classes. 

3. We will work on your critical thinking skills.  

4. There will be homework most nights. 

5. You will be well-prepared to get college credit by doing well on the AP Literature test next May. 

 

What is AP Literature?  

The guiding questions of this course are simple; they are “Why?” and “What is the author’s purpose?” We will read 

and discuss short and long pieces of literature and ask questions such as: 

 “Why does the character act that way?  

“How does it affect the author’s purpose?” 

 “Why does the author use this particular image?” 

 “Why is this symbol used? How does it affect the meaning of the work as a whole?” 

It is good to find examples of literary devices, tone, etc., but in this class we will discover how these examples affect the 

meaning of the work as a whole, and how they reveal the author’s purpose. This is literary analysis. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



SUMMER READING AND ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS 

You must complete all 4 assignments by the first day of school in August. 

1. All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr    

You must have your own personal copy of the novel, because you will be writing in the book and annotating selected 
passages in it. Library copies are not acceptable; eBooks (Kindle, Nook) are acceptable if you are able to highlight and 
annotate the eBook. There will be a test on this book during the first week of school in August. The essay is due on 
the first day of school in August. 

     

For All the Light We Cannot See, write an AP-style essay that answers the prompt below. The essay must be typed, 

double-spaced, in an 11 or 12 pt., readable font. If you know MLA format, this is what you should use. 

This essay is due on the first day of school; bring a hard copy of the essay to turn in to your teacher. During class on the 

first day of school, you will receive instructions on how to submit your essays to Turnitin.com, which will verify that your 

essay is your original work. Do not plagiarize. Because you must submit the essay online, be sure that you save the file on 

your computer. 

 

Essay prompt for All the Light We Cannot See 

A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations beyond 

itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Read All the 

Light We Cannot See and, focusing on one symbol, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the 

work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the 

plot. 

 

 

2. The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

You must have your own personal copy of the novel, because you will be writing in the book and annotating selected 
passages in it. Library copies are not acceptable; eBooks (Kindle, Nook) are acceptable if you are able to highlight and 
annotate the eBook. There will be a test on this book during the first week of school in August. The essay is due on 
the first day of school in August. 
 
Essay assignment: This essay is due on the first day of school; bring a hard copy of the essay to turn in to your teacher. 
During class on the first day of school, you will receive instructions on how to submit your essays to Turnitin.com, which 
will verify that your essay is your original work. Do not plagiarize. Because you must submit the essay online, be sure that 
you save the file on your computer. 
 
Essay prompt: During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, women were widely oppressed by social, cultural, religious, 
political and even scientific mores and beliefs. Even the way women were expected to dress was oppressive. How did the 
social expectations and beliefs surrounding Edna from The Awakening affect her life, choices and ultimate outcomes?  
 
Choose two conventional mores in the book that shaped Edna’s life. See the format below/on the next page to create a 
“block-style” compare-contrast essay: 
 
Introduction: 
1. Briefly discuss the common (“compare”) social expectations and their effects on each character. Don’t be too specific 
quite yet. 
2. Briefly discuss the differences (“contrast”) in social expectations and their effects on each character. Don’t be too 
specific quite yet. 
3. Synthesize your thoughts into a thesis that addresses the question above. Example: In spite of the superficial differences 
and deeper commonalities, society drove Edna from The Awakening to a disastrous end. 
 
 
 



The 1st more/convention that shaped Edna’s life paragraph: suggested topics to be kept “parallel”; in other words the 
information must be in the same order in each paragraph. Follow this pattern. 
1. Describe the society surrounding the character. 
2. Describe how the character is negatively affected. 
3. Describe how/why the character “revolts” against this oppression. 
4. Describe the impact of that “revolt” on the character 
5. Minimum one significant quote, cited. If you don’t know how to cite a quote, look it up. 
6. Minimum one literary element. 
 
The 2nd more/convention paragraph: suggested topics to be kept “parallel”; in other words the information must be in the 
same order in each paragraph. Follow this pattern. 
1. Describe the society surrounding the character. 
2. Describe how the character is negatively affected. 
3. Describe how/why the character “revolts” against this oppression. 
4. Describe the impact of that “revolt” on the character 
5. Minimum one significant quote, cited. If you don’t know how to cite a quote, look it up. 
6. Minimum one literary element. 

The Disastrous Ends Paragraph/ Conclusion: Synthesize the information to compare and contrast. 
Emphasize number 4 in the body paragraphs. 
 
 
3. In addition to the two novels assigned in  above, read a book for your own pleasure. It can be any book that you 

want to read, as long as you want to read it and will enjoy reading it. You will give a book talk about this book during 
the first week of school. 

 

4. AP® English Literature & Composition Common Summer Assignment Pinellas County Schools  
This assignment was determined by the collective team of AP English Literature and Composition teachers in order to 
strengthen your essay writing skills aligned to the rubric that will be used for this AP exam.  
 
Criteria to Evaluate: 

1. Download the file (AP09 EngLit FRQ2 Prompt Response Rubric.pdf). 
 

2. Page 1 of the file is the 2009 prompt, with a passage from The Street by Ann Petry. Review the prompt and read 
through the passage. 

 

3. Page 2 of the file is a sample student essay. Please highlight the sample essay using the color-coding system 
below:  

• Yellow: Identify the writer’s thesis statement in the introduction paragraph. 

• Blue: Where does the essay offer a reasonable analysis of how the author uses literary devices to establish 
Lutie Johnson’s relationship to the urban setting? (elaboration/commentary)  

• Pink: Identify devices such as imagery, personification, selection of detail, figurative language, etc.  

• Orange: Where does the writer present ideas with clarity and control and refer to the text for support?  

• Green: Highlight the writer’s use of internal and external transitions. 
 

4. Page 3 of the file is the AP English Literature and Composition rubric for prose analysis. Consider the essay 
you have just read, and each category of the rubric. How would you score this essay? 

 

 

 


